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\ “~ WITH THE COMPLIMENTS 
| OF THE 
UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE 


FOR ForreicGn AFFAIRS 





Foreign Office, 
; , 194 


8 34705—2 


1 No gps’ Saray é 


HIS Majesty’s Charge d'affaires at Bagdad 
~~ presents his compliments to .Mw.P.S.S.F.A. 


and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned documents. 


British....... EMDASSY.».... 





| | arnt 
= teh neientied,— 1-100: yea 
bo mel 
Reference to previous correspondence : 
Bagdad telegram No. 1267, paragraphs 2 and 3. 
Description of Enclosure. 
Name and Date. Subject. 
Note from Acting Minister Palestine situation. 
for Foreign Affairs —? 
No. 2183/2183/5/19607 0 ; 
9th December, 1947. (Be, ahs 5 
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T tion. Ministry of Foreien Affairs, 
Political Department, 
GH 2183/2183/5/1°667 “estern Section. 


oth Necember 5 1947, 


Charge d'affaires, 

I have received your letter No. 637 of the 3rd 
December, 1947, addressed to His Fxeellency the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, and have the honour to 
inform you that, in spite of the delicate situation 
which confronts the cause of the Arabs of Palestine, 
the. Traqi Government neither intend to undertake action 
which will prejudice the rosition of Fis Majesty's 
Government, nor to despatch military units into 
Palestine while Tritish Forces remain stationed there. 
2. At the same time, however, I wish to make clear 
to you that the Iraqi Sovernment, in face of the rising 
tide of Iraqi feeling, which you will not have failed 
t> notice, and the critical situation, are unable to 
undertake t»o close the recruiting offices or to prevent 
Iraqis who may infiltrate into Palestine to help their 
Arab brethren there as volunteers to defend and protect 
them from possible Zionist azgression. 

Relieve me, etc. 


Abdul Illah Hafidh. 


(0 
Me 
WitH THE COMPLIMENTS 
OF THE 
UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR FoREIGN AFFAIRS 

Foreign Office, 
oan , 198 # 


8 : 34705~-2 
‘ : 4 oar j 
Se he 2 ii hee 
LE CITT 


cUe : 
No.—39664—____— \ \ 
His Majesty’s Ambassador presents his compliments to 
His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
and has the honour to transmit herewith cop jggof the under- 
mentioned paper. 


B- tisH EMBAssy, 
~ Cairo. 


eth Lesanber,—19-42, 


Reference to previous communication : 


wcPerence Cairo telezran 2549 uf 16.12.47. 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name, Date, etc. | Subject. 


Communiqué issued by the “eads of Arab 
States in Cairo 17th December 1947. 
Transiation froz "“Aurac" of lith -ecenbter 


1es7. 
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"nen tie alus of saperialiss: onu the gree: of tus .10onists . 
wes over tue Setting up of a watloual ious for tue - ews in 
salestine, tus arabs oi tuat country sere plungeu into calawwity, 
since taey ued forecetuily imposed on tnica groups of foreisners - 
cOuings from tue wast and vest wits their own lenguases, custorns 
oa. sociai systenus. hess croups Lost no tiwe in vuespoiling tur 
atets in every way possible oi their laaus ane their sources of 
existences. iodey, they are wespoiliu.; them of tucir very 
tataerland. dhe mandatory power lias luclpea wrese intvruuers oi 
siven tie: tue weans to set up a trainec army wile’: i: receat 
yvars ‘ias veen transformed into an iustrusueit of terror an. 18s 
Soreau with its evil uee.s uisaster over tue wiole country. ti 
any ocessions ana in .wany ways anc at nuuerous conuturences bic 
fav vovernments iave Grawn the attention of tue waneabory vower 
and the otuer powers to tae ovil of revolt in talestine and ave 
sauown vier tne evil results of the uwandatory sovwer’s ana cicnists 
action would itcao to wars anu strife between .osleis enu ov rislions 
on the one liana and the Jews on the otier, whieh uwisit spread to 
the wiole wast anc last for lon: ycars. 


wuen tac situation uceterioratea in .alestine anu wie 
uadcabory power founa itself unable tu sare uaru Security emu ofucr, 
wie cuestion of the mandate was submitteu to the Uniteu -ations 
urvauisation. wsuring tic two sessions of the seneral .sse.dly lis 
u@ab uele ations carrieu out iucir cuty to tae ubwost, uenwonsbtrated 
tac rislits of tune »rabs and tue asgression of the wionists, ane 
warned aja.ust tac evil conseguences if tiie assexbly i,noreu t.c 
principles of cigut and dexoccacy. wsut ost unfortunately, tie 
asseubl, aia iguore vhiose very urinciples ..iei its carter 
Juaracntvees, ond rocoiucndeu tne partition of .alestine and tus 
Setvia,, up of a vewisi otate ticre. in doing tiis, it sas vepriveu 
& wiovle people of its rigsit to vuecice its own fete ana .as 
coulravened aszeinst every vrinciple of riswnt anu  ustice. av itis, 
urawa uy bounvaries for tue vartition, it sas wde it inveacticavls 
bo snioree ano 1.48 createa viereor « permanent suurce of aisturbaice 
and strife. it iuas introauceu w.at it cells the "Jewis. olete™ 
into the uwost fertile srev lands en. in a part of tas country wien 
conteins wie Larzest ena vost is.portant sourezs oi economic scalti. 
dt iis.. pleeed iitalfeeenillion .oslew and vhristiea srabs unucr lie 
yuku ona sword of terror of tue ulonists wiose number is noo jrecater 
Sian tual of the ..rabs, widu they wish to put unver tue intruain;; 
ower or tié silonists, and ti. s after the manaatory sower Les 
Geurived tue .rebs of their ares and enavlea the .ionisis to trauple 
OL: tLGiie 


this unjust situation .uas cfoused te indignation of tue wiole 
uf the vast, or rather of the .ojority of tae poople cf the .orla. 
die «tab and .oslem peoples save risen tovether to figit falsehoou, 
to estavlisi right, and to cefend the salestine svabds, week in tucir 
own lanu, anu the nomes of their fathers ena ‘randfatiers. tue 
sOVEriLuents of the countries of the arab Jwcague stanu united by 
tig siue of their peoples in their strucsgle te aefeno tueir / rab 
breturen from injustice and tu enable tnem to uefenu Lieniselves ane 
to ac.uieve the inuepencence ana unity of «ulestine. 


al tueir sieetingss in veiro, tne cuiefs and representatives oui 
bicse JOovermicnts nave deciued that partition is fundawentally null 
aud void. 10 accoreance sith the aili of their peoples tiey s.ove 
agecided to take radicai weasures whieh, with Gou’s help, will bri; 
ty nought t.c iniguitious partition plan and wiil ensure victory 


/for 


ope 7 Wie Bes weiHl Lt & 
ei Ce we 43 2UPSSE Lue wisreye? 


eB aug bc Aree Llagist oe 


e*GtiGes B40 werk & 





EAT LARD g t: vy re 


fox sil 





% = 3 . 
Up 2%, ith 





Mis LEVEE Par Crom tug «i 
tex. MARGHLn pease 6 tapi 22 





= 2 =e a = 
o.246 WLis 2a Su wii wy 
, ‘ ane ‘ 
if ATRUAGES Y o,f Ve wt ines Viti ats su 





2 ‘ 
a $ ‘ * nn Mee 
wan Mw & wih si e ive -* et: “ whtie « 
“ oo. . 
* Mauve 
. 


2 7 “ 3? ‘ * ss 
whens eA 4% ate 8 


tation 








aac. 3 


Le Zou Gside 
Tue $2105 
SeLLON ba 5s 
sasivpiea oF 


La 4 





SLA BIS 


vi 


wis principl 


= 


im basic fas 
SnSerx on ¢. 


wid 


+» 
rad -" 


% 


Ee 47; 


au 


q> 
Ss 


+ 


bee ke 


gute 


bee D it 


2 


% 


i 


i 
” 











25 332 8-=t2 xs 
VORA G.- Oo ses 
v $26 ie Wa ke 
#68 vi F46°5:6 anu 
sweets loa AHL BL 
23 ae & ta sa jut tite 
wels GCeUBSGS Ol EP out 
¢ in tucir wratet 
2 i Fae DS Cee 
. Ad us é ss ‘ 2s 
Sis turteayce 
SG SULEOGME Gare t¢g 
ee SA.ciwasa 8 ’ 
Ms akin me Pe 5 
wv & PEL #y 
Sie Sth Gee aah S 
uebLL, wit te 
we. its Seite. ¢ So aa 
Sete ts toile & 3 °F akan 
CG Oiix.. 65 br i5 L. $4 
* 


ts 

wh 
- 
+ 


a 


Mo Unde. Seartary ©) Fras 
for tr Colour S 
a (4 
Kiana qs [21 sc RE} 
aw } Q 
WitH THE CoMPLIMENTS 
OF THE 
UnpER-SECRETARY OF STATE 


FOR ForEIGN AFFAIRS 


Foreign Office, 
Dac. Dec. , 194). 


8 34265—1 
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, 
SECRE] 'S 
Cypher /OTP / DEPARTHENTAL NO.2, 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CATRO 
EAST OFFICE 
No. 903 
TSth December , 1947 D: 7.10 aem. 20th December ,1947 


Repeated to: Amman No. 574 
Bagdad No. 1192 
Beirut No. 785 
Cairo No. 2286 
Damascus No,643 
Jedda No. 6531 


IMPORTANT 
Addressed to British Middle Bast Office Cairo telegram 
No, 905 0 December repeated for information to 
Bagdad, Beirut, Cairo, Damascus, and Jedda. ge 
Your telegram No. 596. : 


It is evident from’Salih Jabr's statenent to Clayton 
that Arabs believed that fact of some Dominions voting 
against them showed that we had done nothing to influence 
their opinion the other way, that former is under some nis- 
conception as to the position of the Dominions. 


2. Position is that the Doninions are sovereign states. 
completely independent of His Majesty's Governnent in the 
United Kingdom, India and Pakist-n , voted with the Arabs 
against partition, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and South 
Africa voted for partition. In confornity with attitude { 
which we have adopted throughout, we did not attenpt to 
influence ettitude of any of them one way or the other. 








3e We do not want to pick’ot' this point of Salih 
Jabr's but you could speak in faegoing sense if suitable 
opportunity presents itself or if you find other Arab leaders 


labouring under sinilar misccnception. 


4, [British Middle East Office Cairo only] Please 
pass to the Embassy as ny telegran No. : 3286, 


GGGG 


Saving. 
pn : lw 


From: The Governor, Aden. 


ie : The Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Date...” aus Recember, 1947. 
No LoAZ Saving 


OP enneeeasasenesenesseneeterraneesrneneenes 


(File No.c/135/46) & 


United Nations Decision on Palestine. 


I forward herewith for disposal a 
copy of a letter addressed to the British Agent, 
Mukalla by the Acting State Secretary of the 
Qu'aiti State regarding the United ts 
decision on Palestine. 





Copy of letter from the Acting State 
Secretary, Mukalla, to the British Agent, Mukalla. 





I am directed to inform you by His Excellency 
the Regent to His Highness the Sultan that the 
people of Hadhramaut in general have made a 
representation to him, strongly protesting against 
the United Nations Organisation's decision to 
partition Palestine in two States - one Jewish and 
the other Arab. 


2. They declare that the decision of partition 
is a serious crime against humanity and would lead 
to disturb the peace of the whole world, and would 
not be enforced as long as the Arab world exists. 


3- The Mukalla Government, being of an Arab 
State, join the public in the protest and request 
that it may be conveyed to the Headquarters of 
the United Nations Organization. 


The Uncle Sestany St 
forthe Clones. | 


(¢ 


Bs ubaolesy /s! 
> 
WITH THE COMPLIMENTS 
OF THE 
UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE 


FOR ForEIGN AFFAIRS 


Foreign Office, 
(SM. Dee. , 9), nw om BEo fom 
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British Miabussy, \ 
oo. 478 
» . SOth November, 1947. 
1 DEC 1947 
Sir, / Cc, O, REGY.. 2 


I have the honcur to report that the important newspaper, 
Ettcla'st, in a leading article published on Novembcr 26th on the 
suoject of the partition of Palestine wrete as follows:- 


"The decision of the Palestine Comaittce on partiticn has 
bcen the hardest blow yet struck at U.N.O. and at the ecnfidence 
which the world's oppressed peoples had placed in it. The 
partiticn is a flagront breach of the fundamental rishts of the 
Arabs. Britain, by pratectin;s the Jews and facilitatin,.: their 
immigration, has igmored the sacrifices made by Arabs in the first 
World War and has broken her premise. The U.veA-, A pretended 
adherent t> antiecclonization, and herself under the political and 
finaneial influence of the Jews, has cpenly taken the British side. 
Russia, also, the defender of small and opprensed nations’ rishts, 
has agreed to this injustice. All the bi;; pswers have ugreed to 
set up a danger point in the Bustern Meditcrranean ut the expense 
of the Arabs. Iranians are in sympathy with the pretest inade by 
the Arabs," 


Re Apart from the above, there has been little press corinent 
on the decision cf the Palestine Comnittec. But preminence has 
been given tc news about Palestine and a good deal wan made of 
the fact that the Persian delegate had vcted aguinst partition, 
thus supporting Iran's Muslin brethecrn. 


3. I am sending ccpics of this despatch to His Majesty's 
Ambassaders at Washington, Moscow and Cairo, tc the U.K. Delegation 
to the United Nations’ at New York, tc His iujesty's Representatives 
at Bagdud and Kabul and tec the British Middle East Oificce. 
I have the honour tc be with the highest respect, 
sir, 


Your most obcdient humble Servant, 


(Sed.) J. H. LE ROUGETEL. 


The Right Honourable Ernest Bevin, M.P., 
His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreim Affairs, 
Foreign Office, 
London, 8.W.1. 


INWARD, TELEGRAM 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


COPY FOR REG: 
ote 
FROM ZANZIBAR (Sir Vv. Glenday ) 


D. 13th December, 197. 
Re 330h =. ® * 43.15 hrs. 








No.303 Confidential 


1D Ma TA KN . &. : 
2. A hs ae 
Palestine Day was celebrated Yege b eee 
closing of shops, stoppage of motor transDoee Ont atid 
vorm of strike, A meeting of 5,000 to 5,000 persons wae 
held in recreational park and was addressed by an Indian 
Legislative Councillor, the editor of the Zanzibar Voices 
(both Ismailis; and a Saudi Arab and others. Theiy eveecues, 


which Were well received, were of racial character. Indien 
speakers in particular, after dweliing on the inicuities 


oe ee eae 


partition, stressed that the supremacy of the white mar 
VES On the decline and that it was now the turn Gf the other 
vc lake thehy place. Saudl Arab attacked America 


ano prevoscd that wher? Labourers should refuse ta work 
american ships. Procesdings were entirely orderly and I 
anticipete no trouble 


My 
inward Telegram to Commonwealth Relations Office x4 
OMPLIMENT@ 


THE 
Us iubée act. vey any OF STATE ig =e =a 
OK t -. oes |- ~- 
GOMMBNWEALTH RELATIONS he ee “43 


a 
» | 
OTTE?) TO EXTERNAL DEPARTMENT 
CODE 
FROM: Political Resident in th Zersian Gulf. 


De 7k PeMe 2nd December 1 9L7 
Re 11.5 peme 2nd December 19 


a ae ott \ 
\ % 


IMPORTANT \ ) €! 
No. 1260 oO a 
CG: 
U.Ne-O. decision re Yalestine. \ 


School and Dazaar at Bahrein closed today. There have been minor 





demonstrations by school boys against Jewish shops, houses, etc. It 


is reported thet, following example of other Muslim countries, Lazaar 


will be closed for 3 days. 


Cm 5 Colamal Type 
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Arab Student's League in Britain, #/12, 
\ c/o Salem Khamis, 
= 412, Whitton Avenue, 
Greenford. 
Middlesex. 


6th December, 1947. 


Sir, 
I am enclosing herewith a copy of the resolutions 
adopted by the Arab Student's League in Britain during the 


emergency meeting on Palestine held in London today. 


Yours truly, 


SALEM KHAMIS 
(Secretary) 
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KOSOLUTIONS PASS’ D BY THE ARAB STUDENT'S i=AGUE IN 
BRITAIN AT THEIR TuPRGUNCY si OTING HELD IN TONDON ON 6.12.47. 


BS 





The Arab Students in Britain wish to emphasise their 
very earnest attitude with regard to the present struggie in 
Palestine. They further wish to convey to their fellow citizens 
in the Arab sountries a profound expression of faith in the 
Arab masses of which they form an integral vart. The Arab Students 
are by no means blind to the tremendous difficulties which iie 
ahead; but they are determined to take part in the strugslic of their 
compatriots and share their fate. In taking the following 
resolutions they wish to make it perfectly ciear thit they nold 
themselves in com .lete readiness to be called up for activ: 
participation at any time during their scholastic career. 

uu. The Arab Student's League emphatically reject the 
partition plan for Palestine. ‘To divide a country between its 
inhabitants and an alien iinority is contrary to alu human vi ghts 
and to the principle of self-determination. 

2. ‘“e deplore and ccndemn the immoral and illegci methods 
which some of the greater powers used to coerce smailer navions 
and vorce them to vote against their owm conscicnce. Wher 
the Charter of the U.N.O. was first drawn up, there existed . faint 
hope in our hearts that the present Assembay might prove d...'erent 
from the late beague of Nations. ‘Ye regret to announce, however, 
that we have now been completely convinced that the U.N.O. Acs 
effectively ceased to be a body for the guarantee of justic. and 
equity. 

3. We should like t> express our deep felt gratitude 
to ali the nations who opposed partition. In view of the pressure 
mentioned above their attitude is worthy of the highest cstccim. 

4. The Arab Student's League have always held th. 


belief that the future of Palestine will be determined - nos at 


— oy 


Lake Success or New York ~ but on the hills and in the plains of 
pMestine itself. Now that the time for words has ended and 
the hour for positive action has struck, we feel confid-~t that 
every singuc Arab - whether in an official or private capacity - 
wili do the utmost in his power for the fulfiiment of the common 
aim. 

5. This is one case, in the short history of the United 
Nations, in “hich the cause of moraiity and justice nas bee. 
sacrificed in the interests of vower politics, and it may v.11 be 
the dangerous precedent to 2 subversive trend which should vo: the 
concern of all freedomOioving peoples. We therefore look to free 
individuals all over the world to give at least their moral support 
to the Arab people in the struggle which has been forced upon them 
in their attempt to preserve the unity of Paiestine. 

\ 

G. Since it is desirable that armed conflict bet cen the 
Arabs and the British should be avoided; since such a conflict is 
bouny to come if the British Government remain responsible for 
keeping the peace in Palestine, and since the Arabs will be fully 
justified in considering the British Government as cnforcing partition 


LT 


b 


% 


they suppress any Arab action against partition, the Ar 
students in Britain urge the British Government to terminat« the 
mandate immediately. 

We urge the Arab States and aypeal to the British people 
to exert the necessary pressure for the immediate termination of the 


mandate. 


Me Uncle. - Raia, 4 Svale 
6B Bowies kr 
‘Ee? /9s1 [31 at 
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Eastern Department, 


‘ 
British Legation, 
Bs. I-RU.T 


ve GY ot 


Pe 34,/296/k7. 6th October, 1947. 


Deer Depertment, 


With reference to our telegram No. 700 
of Cctober 2nd concerning local reactions to the 
Coloniel Secretary's statement on Palestine, we 
enclose a copy cf an article in French by Michel Chiha 
(banker, newspaper owner and our locul "Eminence Grise") 
which appeered in the newspaper "Le Jour" of Friday, 
October 3rd under the heading "Levant le Noeud Gordien". 


Michel Chiha expressed similar views in 
conversation with a member of the Legation steff a few 
days prior to its publication. He added that he 
eernestly hoped that the British would not withdrew their 
influence fram the Midéle East, and that Britain would 


not go on accepting to be treated as World Power Number 3. 


In case our Personality Hist has not yet been 
printed we attach for esse of reference an extract 
covering Michel Chiha. 


Yours ever, 


Chancery. 


FOREIGN OFFICE. 
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(e.g. in connexion witH 


35,. — itchel Chiha. = a naman Catholie banker of deirut, 


born 1893. a member of the joar of Administratian of the 
Bansue de Syrie. Jas a Denuty in 1926 at which-ime he 
assisted in the Grafting of th: Lebanese Constitution. - 

A brother-in-law of the rresident and relat&ve of Henri 
FPharaonshas long been power behind the Constitutional 
Party. Virtually “irects the policy of Nenri Fharaon 

and in major issues is always consulted by the President 

of whom however he h.s.of lats become critical. The local 
"Eminence grise". Fornerly an advocate of a Christian 
Lebanon protected against !loslem comination is. now in favour 
of the maintenance of the -.ebunon as at present constituted 
as favouring th: continued influence of his family and 


the exclusion of their rival Umile Sdéé. He is owner 


of Le Jour (towhich he contributes a signed article daily) 
and, until it ceased publication ,of the "Eastern Times". 
a Man of vide culture (@hiefly Latin) retiring and studious 
by neture and deeply religious, he is political'y far-seeing 
though somewhat handicapped .by his aloofness. A Jesuit in 
outlock. whough inbued with French culture and in favaur 
of close relations (particularly economic) with France on 
the ‘basis of independence, he is pro->.pitish and has at 
intervals written statgran-1 ike articles in his newspaper 
anzlo-Seyptian dispute). Anti- 
Zionist and anti-Comnunist. -Mile @isvosed tc cooperate 
with neizhbouring arab States on the basis.of the Arab 
League, he it fundamentally suspicious: of ostem influence = 
a sentinent which colours his whole politieal philosophy - 
and his: pro-B3ritish sympathies are tenrered by sone distrust 
of British.pro=s0s len. policy, ; 

A -shrewl anc ec-utious financier; respected but not 
popular. 


Scan ellie aharetiantinenticl ae ines i theresa ntti ieee ian 


Extract fron "Le Jour" of ard October, 1 


Devant le noeud gordien. 


L'Angleterre n‘imposera pas, par ses seuls moyens 
une solution politique en Palestine "par la force des armes". 

Si une solution devait etre imposée par la force 
"avec la participetion d'autres pays", l'Angleterre resterait 
juge des formes et de l1'étendue du recours 4 le force. 

Ce lengese reisonnable ne suffira pes & redresser 
une longue erreur. 

Alors que, pendant vingt-cing ans, c'est la force 
seule qui, en faveur du sionisme, a prévalu en Palestine, 
l‘Angleterre ne veut plus sujourd'hui essumer toute seule la 
responsabilité de la force. Elle en a assez. Mais le mal 
est fait et nous voilé devant le noeud gordien. Y a-t-il 
apparemment un autre moyen cue la force your le trancher? 

Il devient relativement aisé de définir la position 


ectuelle de l'Angleterre. En defors d'un accord plus qu' improbable 


entre Arabes et Juifs, Tiaaceabaeae ne pourrait théocriquement 
rester seule en Palestine gqu'tavec le statu quo or, le statu quo 
n'est évidemment qu'un aspect de le force; les choses Sétant ce 
cu'elles sont il semble done qu*il faille aussi 1l'exclure. 

Bientot il Jad seuaea tout a fait clair qu'aprés s'etre 
intéressés puissamment, mais de loin, & la Palestine, il faudra 
que les Etats-Unis s'y intéressent de plus prés, il ne suffit pas 
en effet de vouloir une solution, il faut la rendre possible. 

Pour les Etats-Unis l'heure des responsabilités en 
Palestine va sonner. Et ce n'est que justice de le leur reppeler. 
Si les Etats-Unis ne sont pas prets & décider sur les lieux de la 
revendication des Juifs et du droit des Arabes i1 faut qu‘ils 
cessent de se meler de ]'aventure et de peser dans la balance. 
L'élémentaire raison veulent cela. 

Et les Anglais, de leur coté, seraient tout & feit fous 
de se laisser acculer 4 devenir définitivement ce que Jes circon- 
stances et leur complaisance envers les Juifs ont fait d'eux; 
des martyrs sans la foi. ; 

Un proverbe de chez nous dit que "la guerre avec les 
longues-vues est facile". (ue les Américains viennent donc en 
Palestine vérifier la chose et s'exercer & refouler les Arabes. 
autrement que par des discours, pour mettre 4 leur place des 
Juifs! L'avenir jugera comme elle le mérite cette-téméraire . 
entreprise. 


go 


| 


C qq gas (zi gadoas {| 


WITH THE COMPLIMENTS <A 
OF THE 
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SECRET 
& ol 
[This telegran is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipicnt and not passed on]. 


e Cypher OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mre Evans 
Noe 700 D. 6005 pette 2nd October 1947. 


nd October 1947. R. 840 Pete 2nd October 197. 


Repeated to U.K. Del. New York (Foreign Office please pass as 
ny telegran Noe 17) 
Cairo B.M.E.O. (Cairo please pass as ey, eawacen 
NOe 
Bagdad ) 
dnoan sé) 
Danascus Saving 
Jerusalen 
Jedda ) 
SECRET 


Palestine; Reaction to Colonial Secretary's specch. 





Lebanese Prine Minister whon I saw on October lst said he 
welconed the statencnt and could only congratulate His Majesty's 
Governnent on their policy. The Lebanese Governnent were, 
however, unlikely to nake my official connent until the uceting 
of the Arab League Council on October 7th. On that occasion he 
aight refer to the statencnt in his inaugural speech. 


2. Riad Bey said that in his opinion if it becane 
necessary for His Majesty's Governnent to withdraw the British 
Administration and forces-the situation in Palestine night 
develop in one of two ways. Either the Jews, when they found 
thenselves face to face with the Arabs would becone less in- 
transigeant (in which case the sodus vivendi zight be found) 
or nore likely there would be serious clash as in India. He 
hinself hoped that a solution would be found whereby soncthing 
like the statu quo could be saintainede He believed (although 
he could not say so publiciy) that this would be satisfactory 
fron the Arab point of view provided innigration were linited 
(repeat limited). 


3. The President of the Republic with whoa I discussed 
the question briefly on Septenber 40th has clearly been too 
preoccupied With local politics to give the Colonial Secretary's 
speech his serious attcntione His first reaction was however 
that it would be welconed by the Arabs although they would 
prefer His Majesty's Governuent to solve the Palestine problen 
before withdrawing. 


[Repeated to United Kingda belegation New York]. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 
BAGDAD. 


etsy 25th September, 1947. 


cir, 


(le Wak In continuation of .ir. Busk's despatch haa 
(512/98/47) of the 18th September 1947, I have 
e honour to transmit herewith a copy of a 
memorandum delivered to this Eubassy on the 20th 
September 1947 by the National Democratic Party. 
This memorandum was adopted at a public meeting of 
the Party on the 13th September 1947. 


2. The National Democratic Party is a left-wing 
Party without direct Communist affiliations, which 
had one member in Nuri Said's caretaker government 
formed in the autumn of 1946. The meeting is 
reported to have been attended by about 2,060, but 
the Criental Counsellor, who attended, considers this 
a considerable exaggeration. The only Minister who 
attended was the “inister for Justice and apart from 
a few tribesmen and urban workers the audience was 
composed of students. The speeches, which were long 
and wearisome, attacked Zionism "Imrerialism" and 
Creater Syria in equal proportions. There were also 
attacks on Arab Governments,unspecified, which were 
described as clients of Imperialism, 


3. I am sending a cory of this despatch to the 
British Widdle East Cffice. 


I have the honour to be, 
With the highest respect, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 


(Sgd.) G. C. PELHAM. 
a“ 


The Right Honourable 
Ernest Bevin, 1i.P., 
etc., etc., etc. 
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Soin 
cranalaiicu. Headquarters, 
The National Demoeraetic 
Hoatt0, Party, 
Bagdad, 


17th sertember, 1947. 


To: lis iionowr the Charge d'affaires, 
Sritish Sabassy, 
Bagdad, 


My dear 


I have the honour to enclose herewith a copy of 
the protest adopted at the general mesting held 
the National Democratic Farty, tc discuss the ameyeten 
of Palestine, at the Garden of ding Faisal [I 
in the evening of Saturday, 13th september, 1947, for 
favour of submission tc your esteesed governzent. x 


Uelhe 
(Sed.) Kamil al Chadirehi, 
rresident, 


CORY, 
Translation. 


Copy of the Decision adopted at the General lieeting Held 
by the National Democratic Party at the Garden of King 


Faisal II Hall in the on of Saturday, 13th September, 


Those present at the general meeting held to-day by 
the National Democratic Party very strongly resent the 
recommendations of the United Nations Crganisation Fact- 
Finding Commission embodied in the reports submitted by 
both the majority and minority of the Commission, and 
consider that the partition of Falestine, the setting up 
of a Jewish State in any part of it, and the other | 
recommendations, constitute usurpation of their home, an 
aggression against their people, a denial of their rights, 
and a neglect of their racial,historic and religious ties 
in their country which they very dearly defend. Therefore, 
they have decided to use all means within their power with 
a view to preventing the realisation of this Zionist 
iuperialistic scheme and every other scheme thich do not 
recognize Falestine as an Arab independent democratic =tate, 
and demand the immediate suspension of immigration to 
Falestine and the definite prohibition of the transfer of 
lands to the Zionists. 

This gathering of the sons of Iraq call upon the 
United Nations Crganisation to disregard the report of the 
Fac t-Finding Commission which does not comply with the 
principles of its Charter and to endeavour to ensure these 
prineitples by admitting the right of the Arabs for 
sovereignty in their home, Palestine. Feace in this land, 
the repmtation of the United Nations Crganisation and the 

/ taking 
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taking pride by Arab countries of its membership, are 
all now in the scale and depend upon the justice and 
equity which the decision of the United Nations 
Crganisation may embody. 

Cn the other hand, this large gathering of the sons 
of Iraq ask the Arab governments to endeavour seriously, 
individually and collectively, and in their (Arab League 
to frustrate the manoeuvres of the Anglo-American-Zionist 
imperialism, and to submit the case of lalestine tothe 
Security Council immediately, with a view to rreventing 
the adoption of a decision prejudicial to the right of 
the Arabs, and to endeavour to take such urgent measures 
against Britain and America as will remove any doubt by 
these two states, which support “ionism, as to the 
preparedness of the Arabs to resist thisoppressive 
aggression against them with all the force they command, 
a force which should be considered in view of the 
strategic and economic importance of their countries. 6 

This general meeting wishes to announce to the world ° 
the intention of the arabs everywhere to suprort Arab é 
Palestine in repelling any aggression against it and to 
prevent any usurpation of its lands. 

Long live Palestine Arab and independent. 
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The attached communication addressed to the 
Prime Minister is transmitted to you to be dealt 
with in whatever manner is considered appropriate 
by the Department concerned. liwefers’ to 
previous correspondence which was forwardéd ‘to 


1. No acknowledgment has been sent from here. 





2. A plain owledgment has been sent from 
here, adding that unication hasbeen ~ 
forwarded to your Departmeérr: 






a “- 
3. A copy of..thke-aéknowledgment which has been 
sent from here is attached. 


Date is Octeter 194-7 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, [L{ 
BAGDAD. 


aes 18th September, 1947, 


Sir, 


I have the honour to transmit herewith a copy of a 
memorandum which was handed to me on September 15th by 
the President and Secretary of the Independence Party. 


2. This followed on a meeting held by the Party on 
llth September to protest against the recommendations of 
U.N.S.C.0.P. This Party, the Hizb al Istiqlal, is the 
farthest to the right of Iraqi Parties and its member- 
ship consists primarily of aypporters of Rashid Ali al 
Gailani, m of them being/internees. The meeting is 
reported to have been attended by about 850 persons, 
oe them the Prime Minister and the Minister for Social 
Affairs, which indicates that the Independence Party is 
meeting with some success in its attempt to exploit the 
popular resentment aroused by the proposals of 
U.N.S.C.0.P. The President of the Party made a violent 
speech, in which he said that, should Britain and 
America continue to ocoeeecte the Arabs for the sake of 
the Jews, the Arabs should seek support from any other 
major power which might be interested in the ijiddle East. 


3. On behalf of the Party the President put forward 
eight demands to the Arab League:- 


(1) Palestine is to be declared an independent 
Arab state recognised by all other Arab 
states. ‘ 


(2) An end must be put to Zionist activities and 
a siege be made round Palestine from both the 
land and sea to prevent the infiltration of 
Zionists into the Holy Land. » 


(3) All Jews who have entered Palestine or any 
other Arab state since 1914 are to be con- 
sidered as temporary immigrants and must be 
ejected. 


(4) Decisive action must be taken to prevent the 
sale of Arab lands to Jews. 


- (5) All Arab fighters must be recognised as men 
of arms entitled to all rights of the soilder. 


(6) The opening of recruiting offices in all Arab 
countries, for the enlistment of all 
volunteers who wish to fight in Palestine. 


(7) Special Trade offices are to be established 
in order to contact trade circles in 


/ countries 


The Right Honourable 
Ernest Bevin, N.P., 
etc., etc., etc. 
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countries which support the Arab case. This 
is a preliminary step to the boycotting of 
British and American goods. 


(8) Every effort must be made to disarm the 
Zionists. 


4. Both my visitors, Mohammad Mehdi Kubba and Faigq 
Samarrai, have a long record of intransigent nationalist 
polities. The latter was appointed Director of 
Municipalities by the Rashid Ali Government and was 
oh) jegalaeal interned for the greater part of the war 
period. 


5. The interview was short, Kubba made much the same 
points as are made in the memorandum, but couched them 
ay conciliatory terms. In reply I made tnree 
points. 


(a) That the U.N.S.C.O.P. proposals were only 
recommendations, which would be fully discussed 
before being adopted by the United Nations 
Assembly. 


(b) That His Majesty's Government could not be 
compelled even by a decision of United Nations 
Organisation to carry out any policy, unless 
His Majesty's Government were convinced of its 
justice and practicability. 


(c) That I was keeping His Majesty's Government 
fully informed of the state of public opinion 
in Iraq on the Palestine question. 


6. On leaving I was asked whether I would object to 
the publication of what I had said. I replied that I 
had no objection. An account of the interview was 
accordingly published in the ety organ, which gave on 
the whole a fair picture of what had passed. 


I have the honour to be 
With the ae th respect, 
Ss 


r 
Your most obedient, 
humble Servant, 


(Sgd.) Douglas L. Busk, 
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Translation. Headquarters 
Al Istiqial Party. 


Dated: 12th September, 1947, 


Tos His Honour the Charge d'Affaires, 
British Embassy. 


Blessed Compliment, 

British policy has mest eitherle exploited time after 
time the clear inclination of the irabs to endeavour to solve 
their problems by mutual understanding in an atmosphere 
unclouded by terrorism such 2s that to which the Zionists 
have resorted. 

The Sritish Government has submitted to this Zionist 
terroricm and has taxen no stringent measures, military or 
political, tc ward it off, nor has it resorted to the use of 
force, as it did in alsarning the arabs of ralestine when they 
rose up against Zionist tyranny and imperialistic policy, 
although they, the Arabs in their rebellion did not go beyond 
the limits of self-defence against the armed British Forces 
which most cruelly and narshly aimed at extcrminating their 
just national movenent for liberation, a novement to which 
they had been driven out of despair of reacting an under- 
standing over the solution of their proble:n. A problem which 
had been imposed on them by imperiaiism in spite of inter- 
national pledges and promises a.d in contravention of the 
correct understanding cf the right of self-determination, and 
of justice and humanity. 

Britain has neglected all the dangers and the harm 
resulting from the arming of Zionists. She armed them during 
the war in order that she might use their aggression as an 
excuse for this treacherous policy against the Arabs. In 
this aggressive movement, Great Britain has been joined by 
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the Government of the United States of America which also 
ains at turning Palestine into an imperialist vastion and 
an open market for her trade in the Middle Last. The 
Government of America, which has exerted great endeavours in 
the cause of its freedom and in its adherence to the 
principle of self-determination, has come to join with 
Britain in this policy. Scth Governments have agreed to 
increase their aggression against the Arabs and to crush down 
humanitarian principles in all the decisions adopted by then, 
the latest being the recommendations of the United Nations 
Crganization FacteFinding Commission. | 

The people of Iraq, backed by the Arab nation, in view 
of its long experience of similar organizations since the 
establishment of the League of Nations and up to the present 
time, fully realises what such internutional organizations 
amount to. It knows that the world is to-day split into two 
large groups, the first is what 1s called the ‘iestern 
Democracies led by America and ingland, and the second is 
the Eastersm Democracies led by the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics. any decision taken by the first group is con- 
sidered hy the (Iraqi) people as exarnating from the Govern- 
ments of Britain and Aanerica themselves and as constituting 
ar. act of aggression against Iraq and other Arab countrics. 
It thus becomes the right of these countries to defend 
themselves against this aggression with all the strength 
and force at their command. These (reasons) induce these 
countries to put pressure on their Goverrments to sever 
diplomatic and economic relations with these two states and 
to relinquish the protection of the revenues and installations 
owned by these two States in the Arab East, and to rally to the 
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support of the Arabs of Palestine by bloodshed, as iz 
required by close relations and self-defence. 

The thousands of people assembled at the large meeting 
held toeday by Al Istiqlal Farty at Bagdad support this view 
point, and request Your Excellency to communicate it to 
your Government in order that it may acquaint itself with 
the danger which will accrue as a result of its aggressive 
policy. 


U.E. 


(Sgd.) Muhanmad Hassan Kubba. 
President, 


b b Muchas Srewtung J Ukeke SL 
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WITH THE COMPLIMENTS 
OF THE 


UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


Foreign Office, 


V* SCermuc , 194). 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTHENTAL No: 


FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Bvans 2D, 6,50, pesSrd October: 1947 
No; 707 — | 
Srd October 1947 R. 9.10.p.n,5rd October 1947 


Repeated to Cairo 
British Middle East Office Cairo 


» 9a 
Danascus Bavtod 
Jedda, Saving 


a 
J erustilen,gaving 


Palestinians, in response to Arab higher Connittce's 
invitation to Beirut and other Lebanese towns, were on ? 
strike today, As a result of the conpronise between . 
Moslens and Christian Youth Organisations, ol g cr 
business premises in Beirut was alnost onc hundre 
pee but there were no, (roped no) denonstrations. 

11 denonstrations occurred in two provincial centres. 


Cairo please pee to British Middle East Office 
as my telegram No: 159, 


X2XsX3 






INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE 


= 
PALS EP S é eve Ter. ty 
CCF Y tAgia § Aha hc EE 4 . 
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ADEN (Acting Governor) SEIveED \ TY 


D. 5th October, 19:7. 
R. 5th = " 16.30 hrea,. 





Wo. 325 Confidential. 


Addressed. to S. of 8. 
Repeated te B.N.2,C, Cairo, 
No. 15. 


I report for information that on 
Friday, 3rd October, there was a half day 
strike of taxi and bus operators 
accompanied by partial chosure of Moslem. 
shops in sympathy with Avabs of Pelestine 
and protest against plon fer pertition of 
Paiestine., Strike ended after mij-day” |. 
prayers and there wers no {rspeat no} pe gee 
incidents. 7 
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The first line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order named :— 
Prefix Letters and Number of Message, Office of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time handed 


—— 


in and Official instructions—if any. 


Printed in Eugiand. Aug. 1938. (3,600 pacts). 5/~160 
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CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION, 
TOWER CHAMBERS, 
ATE, LONDON, E.C.2. 





* No. 
Forwarded Particulars. 
Rpoeifed Particulars. sail 
ot) WV 1 ocr, : 
> Y 7g a: %., \ 
i 
J en, 
WCH2 VQGL65 NAIROBI 112 6 1210 ®% %,, > Ej 
Ykeo in 2B 


NLT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


LONDON = 


MASS MEETING UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE ARAB~ 
ASSOCIATION NAIROBI WAS HELD ON FRIDAY 3RD 
OCTOBER OF ALL MUSLIMS TO PROTEST AGAINST THE. 
PARTITION OF PALESTINE AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
UNITED NATIONS PALESTINE COMMITEE AND THE 
FOLLOWING RESOLUTION WAS PASSED QUOTE THE ARAES 


AND MUSLIMS OF NAIROBI COLONY AND Te 


| 





Office of Origin, Number of Words, Date, Time handed 


The first line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order named :— 


Prefix Letters and Number of Message, 
in and Official instructions—if any. 
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Printed in England. Aug. 1938. (3,600 pads). 5/-160 


TOR ag CABLE AND WIRELESS LIMITED. 


CENTRAL TELEGRAPH STATION, 
TOWER CHAMBERS, 
MOORGATE, LONDON, E.C.2. 


a No. 
Forwarded Particulars. 


Received Particulars. 


OF KENYA STRONGLY PROTEST AGAINST THE oa 
OF PALESTINE AS PROPOSED BY THE UNITED 
NATIONS PALESTINE COMMITTEE AND WILL SUPPORT 
BY ALL MEANS IN THEIR POWER WHATEVER’ STEPS 
THE MUSLIM WORLD IN GENERAL AND THE’ ARAB 
COUNTRIES IN PARTICULAR WILL TAKE FOR 
PRESERVING THE INTERITY OF PALESTINE AS_ AN 


ARAB STATE UNQUOTE = ARAB ASSOCIATION & 





Pera ar 75872/15h/16. 
Saving. 


From the retary of State for the Colonies. 
To the Officer Administering the Government of... nin 


ssi ca acct manera 
No... +94... Saving. 
I transmit, for your information, 
ae the text of identical telegrams received 
on kth October by Prime Minister and myself 


from Arab Higher Committee. 


2. Text begins. “Palestine Arabs declared 
general strike protesting U.N.S.C.0.),. Report 
and any solution entailing partitioning 
Palestine or dismemberment any part thereof, 
We demend terminaticn Mandate, withdrawal 
British authorities and declaration Palestine 
en independent Arab State, any other solution 
will threaten peace throughout Palestine and 
con East. Arab Higher Committee". Text 
Be 


3e No acknowledgment or reply is being 
sent from here. 


SECER, 
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Avenel. . Permt. U.S. of S. 
Parly. U.S. S. 
Secretary of State. 
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FURTHER ACTION. 
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10, Botwning Street, 
Whitehall. 


oth October, 1947. 


Dear Smith, 

I enclose a cable addressed 
to the Prime iiinister from the 
Arab Higher Committee. No reply 
has been sent from here. I 
assume that no reply should be sent 
but perhaps you would consider 


what action is required. 


Yours sincerely, 


[Arba 


D.M. Smith, Esq., 
Colonial Office. 


Printed in England Aug. 1946 (8.000pads) 5-152 
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THE PRIME MINISTER LONDON = 


PALESTINE ARABS DECLARED GENERAL STRIKE 
PROTESTING UNSCOP REPORT AND ANY SOLUTION 
ENTAILING PARTITIONING PALESTINE OR 

DISMEMBERMENT ANY PART THEREOF STOP 

WE DEMAND TERMINATION MANDATE WITHDRAWAL BRITISH 





Enquiry respecting this Telegram should be accompanied by this form. Mark Your Reply VIA IMPERIAL. 
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and Official Instructions, if any. || BY 





| AUTHORITIES AND DECLARATION PALESTINE AN 


‘INDEPENDENT ARAB STATE ANY OTHER SOLUTION WILL 


| THREATEN PEACR THROUGHOUT PALESTINE AND MIDALE 







EAST = 


ARAR HIGHER COMMITTEE « 


Enquiry respecting this Telegram should be accompanied by this form. Mark Your Reply VIA IMPERIAL. 
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COL =. 
Nor. Murr 6eRed ONIAL OFFICE LONDON 


ALESTINE ARABS DECLARED GENERAL STRIKE PROTESTING 


< ~I~0~ 


NSCOP REPORT AND ANY SOLUTION ENTAILING 
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~f Origin. Number of Words, Date, Time handed 


PARTITIONING PALESTINE OR DISMEMBERMENT ANY PART 


THEREOF @ SOP WE DEMAND TERMINATION MANDATE, 


jlessage, Offic” 


of M 


| 
~ 
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s WITHDRAWAL BRITISH AUTHORITIES AND DECLARATION 





PALESTINE AN INDEPENDENT ARAB STATE » ANY OTHER 


The first line of this Telegram contains the following particulars in the order named :— 
“ficial instructic 


P-efix Letters and Numbe 


SOLUTION WILL THREATEN PEACE THROUGHOUT PALESTINE 


AND MIDDLE EAST = ARAB HIGHER COMMITTEE & 


